State May Ban Pools This Summer!

Public action is needed to reverse decision!

Just in case you’ve missed the news stories, the state of Georgia has indefinitely banned pools; and the ban may continue through the summer of 2008. 

According to Atlanta Journal Constitution reporter Jeremy Redmon: “In late September —- after pools closed down for the year —- state officials indefinitely banned most outdoor water use in North Georgia to conserve water. Unless the water comes from a well or is trucked in, that means no filling or adding water to outdoor pools. That applies regardless of whether they're in back yards, at subdivision clubhouses, in public parks or at hotels. Those restrictions will stay in place at least until the drought eases or the state makes an exception to the rules, according to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division.”

That means no summer swim programs, no poolside cookouts and no summer pool camps. In its quest to limit public consumption of water, the state has mistakenly pulled the pool plug.  The issue is one of perception rather than actual water use.  Pools don’t use a significant amount of water.
Industry experts have determined that water loss through evaporation during the 15-week swimming season averages 1/8 of an inch of water per day per pool.  In a typical 18 x 36 pool, evaporation loss is approximately 50 gallons per day or 5,300 gallons per season.  This is about the same amount of water used by a family of 4 for brushing their teeth during the same time frame.  There is no reasonable or justifiable public purpose for banning pools during the summer.  In this instance, the perception is very different from the reality.

Many children take part in organized and competitive swim programs while for others the pool is a ritual of summer and growing up.  A summer ban on pools is an unnecessary restriction on public recreation that serves no public purpose and doesn’t significantly impact water usage. More importantly, pools serve the public by providing children with a fun, safe, supervised activity that builds character, fitness, and keeps their time filled.

Your action is needed!

Fortunately, the decision is not written in stone, and a reverse decision is still possible. The decision about pools will ultimately fall to Environmental Protection Director Carol Couch. The state's outdoor watering rules give her broad authority to grant exemptions – including an exemption to remove pools from the banned activity list.

The public needs to let Carol Couch know that pools need to be open so that Georgia children can have access to a healthy, safe, supervised summer activity, especially during a drought!   You can reach Carol Couch at 404-656-4713.  You should also contact your local state legislator so that they know your feelings on this issue.  Phone numbers and email addresses for legislators are available at: www.legis.state.ga.us.
