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What to Say About a Possible 2008 Summer Pool Ban
· Pools are an essential part of summer recreation for thousands of Georgia children.  

Many children take part in organized and competitive swim programs while for others the pool is a ritual of summer and growing up.  A ban on summer pool activities is an unnecessary restriction on public recreation that serves no public purpose and doesn’t significantly impact water usage. More importantly, pools serve the public by providing children with a safe, supervised summer activity that builds character, fitness, and keeps their time filled with a productive, healthy activity.

· With lake levels low/stagnant, pools are the only recreational water source available to children this summer.

There is no doubt that the drought has taken a toll on public water sources, but this means that they aren’t available for public recreation either.  Lake water levels are low and, in some places, this has made them dangerous and unhealthy places to swim and recreate.  In 2008, pools will likely provide families and children with the best water sources for summer swimming and recreation. A ban on pools will severely limit public water recreation.

· Contrary to perceptions, pools don’t use a significant amount of water.

Normal evaporation does not cause substantial water loss to a swimming pool or necessitate constant refilling.  Although there are many factors contributing to evaporation, industry experts have determined that water loss through evaporation during the 15-week swimming season averages 1/8 of an inch of water per day per pool.  In a typical 18 x 36 pool, evaporation loss is approximately 50 gallons per day or 5,300 gallons per season.  This is about the same amount of water used by a family of 4 for brushing their teeth during the same time frame.  This is not a reasonable or justifiable public purpose for banning pools during the summer.
· Unmanaged pools could become a summer public health problem.

Public health officials are already sounding the alarm. A ban on pools could create a public health problem that is greater than any perceived benefit that comes from banning pool activity.  Public health officials say that unattended pools can become havens for bacteria, parasites and West Nile virus-carrying mosquitoes. John Gormley, environmental health director for Fulton County, and Tom Campbell, Cobb County's environmental health district director, have both publicly stated that pools should be exempt from the current state water ban.  According to the Atlanta Journal Constitution, Gormley is concerned that if the ban on filling swimming pools remains in place this year, some people might decide to ignore their pools.
