The current watering ban has been difficult for many businesses and now a lot of the attention is being focused on summer swimming pools and what will happen should community pools not be allowed to operate.  AMS is in the process of preparing for the 2008 season just as we have prepared in previous years.  There is a possibility that the GA EPD will lift the restrictions on outdoor pools and we will be able to operate as normal.  It has been mentioned that some decision on this should come in early to mid March.
The ability to open and operate the pools is obviously our best case scenario.  
Naturally, the worst case is that the state does not allow pools to operate.  What then?  First, I think we can all agree that the supply of drinking water for our North GA. area is priority.  That being said, all pools will still need to be chemically maintained and pump systems operating.  Pools that sit stagnant will be breeding grounds for mosquitoes and other insects, not to mention the clean up costs when the restrictions are lifted.  Should we get to this point AMS would re-work all current contracts to reflect a limited payment structure for limited services until we are allowed to operate on a normal day to day basis.  
There has been talk of and articles written on digging wells and trucking in water should the watering ban remain in effect.  Digging wells is a very expensive proposition and not cost effective at all in our opinion.  We have spoken with two suppliers of trucked in water.  Although this would be a viable alternative it is not a new idea.  Should everyone want to truck in water to keep their pools operating, it would be extremely taxing on the trucking companies to keep up with demand.  We are continuing to contact other companies however, to hopefully have a few alternatives if needed.  At this point we are finding price ranges anywhere from $350.00 - $650.00 per tanker load (4000 gallons).  This cost may be split between two pools depending on pool size and amounts needed.  
At this point I recommend that we plan on moving in the direction of opening the pools.  As I mentioned above, should we not be able to open on schedule, you will want your pool to be ready for use in as short a time as possible when restrictions are lifted.   If you are in need of any repair work (aside from work that would require draining the pool) I recommend that it be completed in case a decision comes later than anticipated.  Additionally, we recommend that all communities contact their local and state officials and urge them to come to a reasonable solution in regards to swimming pool use.  Ultimately Sonny Perdue and Carol Couch (EPD Director) have the final decision on this.  However, our county commissioners and state officials will and can influence this decision.

Along with the attached information, I have listed below other points to consider when contacting your representatives. 
There are many reasons why pools should be allowed to open this season:

1. Closed and un-maintained pools will create health hazards.  See article below for more info.

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/cobb/stories/2008/01/08/pool_0108.html
2. Swimming pools do not waste water. They conserve it. The same water is recycled by filtering and purifying. Water is only added to replace loss due to evaporation, splash out, and filter cleaning. No other water using industry comes close to conserving and reusing as much water as the pool industry does. There are many industries where water is not reused or recycled.  It is used and gone.
EPD regulations unfairly penalize the swimming pool industry because they are based on assumptions and a lack of facts about actual water usage.  When examined more closely, pools really do not lose much water compared to other industries that use water. 

According to a recent article in Creative Loafing, the Dasani plant uses 8 million gallons per month and the Gatorade plant uses over 70 million gallons a month to make their respective products. 

We’re not asking to drain and refill every pool, just top them off, as needed. 

3. A community swimming pool is a vital part of the community socially, developmentally, recreationally, and economically. Our government officials need to know this. 

Our kids develop life-saving skills, socialization skills, and healthy recreation at the pool.  Community swimming pools are the focal points of the neighborhood.  With the lakes as low as they are, the only places that people can recreate in water are the swimming pools. 

Statistics show that the swimming pool industry in Georgia is a $300 million industry, contributing $55-60 million annually in tax revenue. This does not include related industries and suppliers, such as chemicals, parts, swimwear, large retail outlets, insurance, etc. The ripple effect would be significant and very detrimental to the industry and the area’s economy. 

Together we will work through this current situation.  Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding.  Please do not hesitate to call or contact us with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Paul Maloney

AMS Pool Management, Inc.

President

